
Board update – December 2019 

 

On behalf of your Board, I am pleased to provide a brief summary of our progress since the AGM. 

• On a sound financial footing and on track to meet our budget. 

• As decided at the AGM, engaged Allworth and Associates to conduct a review of our accounts 

• The Club has over 550 members 

• Continued growth in play with a forecast of 7,000 tables for the year ranking us second in 

Canada to Toronto Bridge Centre – graph is posted on the bulletin board 

• Solid support for the Fall education program with over 100 people attending lessons and a very 

successful 2 over 1 seminar by Sally Rewbotham that will raise over $1,200 for Sick Kids 

• The introduction of debit card payment with over 30% of payments using this option in October 

• ACBL Live has been implemented - some teething problems with software implementation 

which are being resolved one by one 

• Thanks to those who responded to our survey.  The results can be found on the website and a 

summary is posted.  We are using the responses to inform our 2020 priorities.  The Priority 

Summary is also available in the Member section. 

• If you forgot to put forward a brilliant idea in the survey, we now have a suggestion box just 

outside the office  

• A strong Mentoring relaunch under the direction of Wendy Wade and Gail Lambacher  

The Hosting program is one innovation that we can be very proud as a differentiator for our Club.  We 

aim to make sure everyone who wants to play always has a partner. In the last three months alone, 148 

single players found a game using this program.  At the same time, we have been disappointed that so 

many Club members have not contributed.  A minor inconvenience 3 to 4 times per year is balanced by 

the chance to meet new players, receive a free play and proudly help fulfill our Mission! 

The ‘elephant in the room’ continues to be the pending lease negotiation for our space.  We have 

established a committee to guide us, plan to engage professional help and will communicate progress 

regularly. 

On Sunday, January 19, we will launch a new Stratified game at 1pm.  For an introductory period, the 

game fee will be $5.00.  Same great snacks and outstanding bridge.  Also, during December, January and 

February, the overall winners of all games (with a MP limit of 1,000 or higher) will receive a free play for 

any Sunday game.  We expect to run this game every week unless it conflicts with a local Regional or 

unlimited Sectional tournament or special charity event. 

We are looking at measures to improve the efficiency, on-time and member experience for games; stay 

tuned. 

Should you have any questions or comment, please contact myself or any other Board member. 

See you at the table, 

 

Paul Inglis - President 


